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SHOWINGS (Long text)

The Thirty-Second Chapter

On one occasion our good Lord said: Every kind of
thing will be well'41; and on another occasion he said: You
will see yourself that every kind of thing will be well'42,
And from these two the soul gained different kinds of o
understanding. One was this: that he wants us to know that
he takes heed not only of things which are noble and great,
but also of those which are little and small, of humble men -
and simple, of this man and that man. And this is what he
means when he says: Every kind of thing will be well. For
he wants us to know that the smallest thing will not be

141. See p. 225.
142. Sece p. 229.
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JULIAN OF NORWICH

f
d(:(':gdostt‘ir}l].ic}}\ln.other understanding is this: that there are p,,
great harms l}l: our eyes are so fevilly c!one and lead to SUclr:
Cesul that it seems to us impossible that any gooq
ult could ever come of them. And we contemplate th;
and sorrow and mourn for it so that we cannot rest in thse
blesseq contemplation of God as we ought to do. And the
cause is this: that the reason which we use is now so bling
so abject and so stupid that we cannot recognize God’s ’
exalted, wonderful wisdom, or the power and the goodness
of the blessed Trinity. And this is his intention when he
says: You will see yourself that every kind of thing will be
well, as if he said: Accept it now in faith and trust, and in
the very end you will see truly, in fulness of joy.

And so!43 in the same five words said before: I may
make all things well*#4, I understand a powerful comfort
from all the works of our Lord God which are still to come.

There is a deed!#> which the blessed Trinity will

erform on the last day, as I see it, and what the deed will
be and how it will be performed is unknown to every
creature who is inferior to Christ, and it will be until the
deed is done. The goodness and the love of our Lord God
want us to know that this will be, and his power and his
wisdom, through the same love, want to conceal it and hide
it from us, what it will be and how it will be done. And the
cause why he wants us to know it like this is because he
wants us to be at ease in our souls and at peace in love,
disregarding every disturbance which could hinder our true
rejoicing in him.
This is the great deed ordained by our Lord God from
without beginning, treasured and hidden in his blessed
breast, known only to himself, through which deed he will

143, This paragraph corresponds with the short text; sec p. 152.

144, Sce p. 229
145. The rest of this chapter, and the first two paragraphs of chapter 33, ar

the short text.
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SHOWINGS (Long text)

chings well. For just as the blessed Trini

ok il::llS frol%‘ nothing, jgst S0 will the same blesl;chrF?it:i(:
al f’e everything well which is not well. And I marvelled !

jy at this sight, ?nd contemplated our faith, with this in
g mind: Our faith is founded on God’s word, and it
my s to our faith that we believe that God’s word will be
d in all things. And one article of our faith is that
catures will be damned, such as the angels who fell
ecause of pride, who now are devils, and
nany men upon earth who die out of the faith of Holy

is to say those who are pagans and many who

Church, that
baptism and who live unchristian lives and so

have received
dic out of God’s love. All these will be eternally condemned

to hell, as Holy Church teaches me to believe.
And all this being so, it seemed to me that it was

impossible that every kind of thing should be well, as our
led at this time. And to this I had no other

Lord revea
answer as a revelation from our Lord except this%‘Wh/at's.

i ssible to me. I shall preserve

, and I shall make everything well.
he grace of God that I ought to
faith, as I had understood

reserve

impossible t I

my word in everythin
And in this I was taught by t
keep myself steadfastly in the
before, and that at the same time I should stand firm and
believe firmly that every kind of thing will be well, as our
Lord revealed at that same time. For this is the great deed
which our Lord will do, and in this deed he will preserve his

word in everything. And he will make well all which is not
well. But what the deed will be and how it Wil be done,

there is no creature who is infertor to Christ who knows 1t
or will know it until it has been done, according tothe
Lord’s meaning at this

un . . .
tin‘lierStandmg which 1 received of our
e’
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