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COSMOLOGICAL Locys

- . AME
shock is the biosphere—yes, OIganic life on earth!—and jtg ultj- SCALE LATIN N |
mate recipient is the moon, not our eternal souls. And yes, o, T e R ]
conscious attention and willing participation will certainly Dominus Holy Absolute; pre-bigbang, |
make a huge difference in how our contribution is mediateq | do - “eternal cosmic inflation”
and in which realm it is received. But willingly or unwilling, | 3 S S A J e

i . , see-- 7 |
the tribute is exacted, and itis paid in the coin of this realm, i, % o mw,,%h' a,
; i ithi ‘ & , iderum (All Stars) € sum potential of all galaxjes, |
flesh and blood. Our INN€r work exists within the Megalocos- ° si sid all big bangs, all universg;zd,I novevs 3 \Km '
mos and for the sake of the Megalocosmos, not the other way and forever 5
around; it is important never to forget this.
S a Lactera (Milky Way)  Our galactic system
The WOT'IdS Sol (Sun) The center, or “Holy Absolute”
. . Lo sol = of our own solar system
If the Ray of Creation is exterior and cosmic in its orienta-
tion, Gurdjieff's second map, his diagram of the worlds, is ]
more interior. In Teilhardian terms, it describes the “within | ratum (Fate) e phincts o sor e |
of things.” You mighEthink of it impressionistically as a “ray @ fa = L %
— . \
of being” running roughly parallel to the Ray of Creation while | M U
o g e m B SR T S
offering its own distinctive counterpoint. But again, bear in f: R
. -
mind that these worlds (or “levels of consciousness,” as we mi Mixtus Orbis Our planet Earth 4g
might be inclined to relabel them in the terminology of our (Mixed Realm)
own times) are not just interior or subjective experiences, but
actual spheres of causality. In Gurdjieffian cosmology, the yang . Regina Coelis The moon (youngest and most
of it never qu'lte drops out of sight. (Queen of Heaven) unstable element of the Ray)
As I mentioned earlier, from an external perspective the
ji i i - . dof
G}lrdjlefﬁan system seems to follow the classic sophia peren do, Dominus, The blackhoclz :stlgxllee fil y(:h .
nis model in that the worlds become progressively denser as ;f;fp‘,’g:;f;;’four sun, which ends
one proceeds along the ray. A distinctive feature of this sys- the developn;;m :1gng ::tlts\ :&haey
. s . . . . ing all back ben
tem, however, is that for Gurdjieff densification is not simply Z:’l‘:f;‘o“fwn
a matter of increasing “materiality” per se; it is rather that -

each realm comes under progressively more cosmic laws, i.e.,
constructal givens, that restrict its freedom and determine its
outcomes. The higher “up” the ray, the fewer the cosmic laws. The Ray of Creation:

. jon
Our own world, near the bottom of the chain, operates under A Contemporary Cosmological Interpretatio
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hence Gurdjieff's reference to it as “Wor
487), which makes it a significantly dense and mechyp, Q‘;
¢ imaginal, in its traditional positioning just “aboyes
to twenty-four laws and hence is signific,
powcrful. From there, the ray takes ys back
three, the primordial Trinity, and then 1
d Holy Absolute. At each upward Plateay
there are fewer b ev are more binding.

[ want to sketch these worlds for you as I have come to o
derstand them. Rather than merely summarizing the aqty;.
butes ascribed to them in the standard Gurdjieﬂ‘/ouspen sky
version® 1 will expand and occasionally completely redray
them. Some of these associations may be new to you (a few of
them surprised me as well!). And while this “scenic route” m
take us a little out of the way, I hope you will find the time wel)
spent—ifforno other reason than to reawaken a sense of wop.
der at “the scale of the thing,” the utter vastness of the playing
field upon which this cosmic drama unfolds. On a more prac-
tical level, these small thumbnails will serve as the functional
basis for many otherwise “out of nowhere” connections I wil|
be making from time to time in this book. You may find your-
self referring back to them frequently, as I myself have already
begun to do.

forty-cight laws (

place. Th
ours, is subject
more fluid and
successive halves to
world 1, the undivid

() World1

World 1is the Holy Absolute. The Godhead. The “inaccessible
::cght." the holy impenetrable, ineffable, unknowable monad
fore “God took perceptivity and divisibili
ivisibility,” as
Boehme describes it.” ? ek
of cot.nrsc, this is one of those giant forks in the road where
thc.mysucal t.raditions ofthe Christian Eastand Christian West
split theologically. For the Western theological mind—with a
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o notable exceptions—there is no *Godhead behind God.*
« Trinity is the full, total, irreducible expression of th.c
P role of divinity. The mystics of both branches, of course
© e always smiled serenely at this. They know better. '
This world corresponds with do on the Ray of Creation. or
do minus—the Holy Absolute. '

@ world 3

world 3 is the primordial ternary, whereby the Godhead~—
ever indivisible and unmanifest—brings himself into
«perceptivity and divisibility,” i.e., a “manipulable” inner
configuration that will support “the impressure of nothing
into something™ (again, Bochme's words)," thus launching
the long march toward outward manifestation. For both
Bochm‘ﬁﬂmﬁﬁ. this fundamental reconfiguration
of the inner monadic ground inexorably requires three-
ness, and what will emerge many worlds later as the theo-
logical doctrine of Trinity is in fact merely a distant echo of
this more primordial upwelling of the Law of Three, rightly
named by Gu rdjieff as the “Law of World Creation.” Indeed,
following a brilliant lead handed to us by Bochme, we can
say that it is only in this realm that one can properly begin

‘Wﬂz
“with-knowing”), because until there is a “with,” there can
ch inscrutable will of
the monad (which Boechme calls scientia). Consciousness
is not the fundamental ground of all being. 1t is rather the

ifestation—which occurs in World 3—of percep-

tivity and divisibility. The two are joined at the hip.
This world corresponds with s7 on the Ray of Creation, or
siderum—all the stars, all the galaxies, all possibilities, infinite

possibilities.
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@ World 6

This world launches the inaugural leap into outward Manijfes.
tation, that first declension in Valentin Tomberg’s Spectrun,

of energy, where consciousness “condenses” into = Sychic
force” and begins to move as an actual energy stream, crent.
ing, animating, and shaping the catedlorder. On traditiong

etaphysical maps it corresponds to what is known in the
East as the “causal” and in the West as the “logoic.™* By what.
ever name, it is primordial substantiality, the highest ang
most WWWE‘

things in ing, It is the world that quivers into life whep
Teilhard writes, “Thephysical structuse of the universe is Jove,»
or when he remarks, equally astoundingly, “Love is nothing
more than impressure, left in the heart of the creature,
of the physical convergence of the universe.”* Eros as logoic
force, pure generativity, the blue of the flame in the heart of
the monad. For . G. Bennett, this is the demiurgic world from
which the entire created order emerges. In the Gospel of John,
this is “the Word.” For that other John, my crazy, wild-hearted
Greek, it is the Zoi, the pure life force, tugging against his en-
trails like a force 8 wind. The big bang is here; this is where
our universe story begins. And while opinions may vary on this
point, my own take is that it is the highest realm that can be
directly touched and borne while still in human form. It is be-
yond personal; it is itself the great intertidal zone between the
unmanifest and the primordial manifest. 1 would call it the
true logoic realm: pure spirit, pure causality, pure eros mov-
ing untempered by any sort of human mediation like the wild,

ing spirit font it can only be.
This world corresponds with /a on the Ray of Creation, or

lactera—the Milky Way, our galaxy; the place where it is all un-
folding for us.
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% world 12

" dd 12 is the Christic. I know this ascription may surprise
wo of you who are used to seeing *Christ Consciusness-
soﬁfioned higher, as one of the nondual realms st (he very
?°‘1°f the Great Chain of Being. 1 do not believe this is so,
Even world 6, to my way of thinking, is already situated so}-
idly within the causal or logoic bandwidth (not in the trye
:,ondualv which from a cosmological perspective denotes the
unmanifest realms).

We have just seen above that World 6 bridges the gap be-
ween the manifest and unmanifest, and as its processionary
offspring, world 12 would necessarily be subsumed within
its overarching causality. Moreover, I concur with the ever-

cage-rattling Bc:_na_d_etil}o’bcm in her insinfnfc that 'w
«Christ” are not the same, but rather, Christic is the “mid-
nd” (or mandorla, to give it its plane geometry name)
rges in the overlapping zone between the human Je-

and
dle grou

teme ‘
ts't::’a_n_n:i—-tg:ﬂcry divine logos''—between Worlds 24 and 6, if

it that way. And that is a very good way to pic-

u want to put ’
xrc World 12. It is the world of fully incarnate and embodied

love, the fullest of what bodhisattva con ' 5§ czndk.x)‘k
like in form. it is the endpoint of the personal realms‘.:n ds::
the world, 1 believe, in which we must locate what Teil ard !
visions as the Omega Point, where all things are sun;'mcw nz
in Christ—because this is the last world in which wc‘ ‘m“,
mation has any relevance. Beyond, all is summed n:p; r:n .
It is the consummatum est of a particularly rich hz . cus o
outspeaking of the word love, emerging fromit :om st
to its transfigured fullness as agape: will fill in

pieces in chapter 7."
This world corresponds (0

sol on the Ray of Creation, 07
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. F
the sun—the center of our solar. system. From here eMerge
warmth, light, and cosmic ordering.

@ World 24

world 24 is the “Kingdom of Heaven” as Jesus put it ang su-
premely the home range of the imaginal. It is the world of
resence, where the outer forms of physical materiality are
Wwithin by the light that pours from Worlg
12 and above, and where human consciousness~awake’
three-centered, and having passemmm
point (which it supremely tends and mediates)—fully inhabitg
ﬂm world, takes instructions reliably from the igher
realms, and participates fully in the required cosmic ex:
change. This is the world of conscious man or woman—*“man
number four” in Gurdjieffian terminology—who lives awake
and willing right there at the junction point where the “the two
seas meet,” infusing the staleness of the lower worlds with the
vivifying energy of his or her authentic presence.
This world corresponds to fa on the Ray of Creation, or fa-
tum—our immediate solar system.

€9 World48

This is the “world” as we know it and transmit it through the
best of human culture. It is the world of philosophy, ethics,
and religion; the world of intellectual striving and clever-
ness and of industry, curiosity, science, technology, and the
arts—in other words, the first fruits of civilization as best we
know them. It is the world of high rationality. The world of
high egoic functioning and self-reflective consciousness. The
world that Teilhard mostly had in mind when he described the
“noosphere.” But for all its giftedness, it still falls just below

Worlds within Worldg - 3y

hat first conscious shock line; hence, it is still, in Gurdjieffia

) ms PfeCOHSCiOUS and “asleep.” 1t is Prospero’s castle en
| - , )
ter 7id seductive, butultlmatelyamirage.

a v

t This world corresponds to mi on the Ray of Creation, or the

1S orbis. Atits best, it symbolizes the fullest flourishin
Z:l piosphere, the “Eden” of the Ray of Creatijon,
e

world 96

The thickening de.epens. World 96' is the “formatory” wor d
as Gurdjieff calls it, where. everything operates on autopilot,
in clichés and thought-bltfes: 'stale, conditioned, habitya],
There’s not even any real thinking .th.alt goes on here, as there
is in World 48; it’s all recycled opinions and stereotypes. In
Gurdjieffian terms, this is the world of personality, the world
of “not-1"; of all that is artificially acquired and that obscures
our real essence. It is monochrome, repetitive, and boring—
uncreative, stony, and inanimate; the lowest world in which
human consciousness can even barely hold its shape.

This world corresponds to re on the Ray of Creation, or re-
gina coeli—the moon; pure geosphere, not yet able to support
organic life; the youngest and most unstable element in the

g of

chain.

@ world 192

World 192 represents the hell realms. It is the world of the

deeply disordered, anguished, and psychotic, the spawning

ground of evil and the demonic, where consciousness has l?st
all spaciousness and congeals toward an unbearable dens‘lty.
The “bardo realms”—craving, wrath, pride, envy, and desire;
obsession fixated to a deadly bullseye-tumed—wormhole‘ Here
self-reflective consciousness turns on itself like a rabid dog
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biting its master. This is the final outpost before conscioyg.
ness Lcollapses into outer darkness—or simply goes comatog
Cosmically, it is the collective pain body of humanity anq of

) — and of

the planet itself.

This world does not correspond to any point on the Ray of
Creation, but I envision it as the endpoint—the bottom do—
at which the entire octave has run its course and simply im.

plodes.

Below World 192, one can no longer properly speak of “cop.
sciousness.” The Gurdjieffian maps continue on farther—tq
an endpoint at 12,288—but by then we are well into the do-
main of inorganic chemistry. Some rudimentary sentiency
continues to exist into realms 384 and below, but these are
at the level of biological cellular function and not yet at the
threshold of anything measured along this second map, which
as we are working with it here could be described as compris-
ing the “ray of consciousness.”

The Imaginal World

From the foregoing descriptions, you have probably surmised
that I see the imaginal realm as quintessentially connected to
World 24. And that is indeed a fair surmise, provided you do
not fall into the trap of seeing it as a separate world, a world
even remotely comprehensible apart from the larger rela-
tional field it nests within. As we have spoken about before,
the essence of imaginal agency is that it is always interpene-
trating and interanimating; At is glwgys about connectivity.
And yes, the “central channel” of imaginal activity may in-
deed run through World 24. But if it does so, I would see this
operating in accordance with Gurdjieff’s fundamental under-
standing of the Law of Three—“TlW

Worlds within Worlds - 3¢

dertoactivate the

erinOf : ; ) ichcase
eld

W“S ans the
- operations really sp gamutbetween World 15
OChristic, and World 48, our own distracted ang n0t'y;t-tru f
arth plane. Through the leng of Christian myst,l'y

coﬂscwus € C.
) e come to envision it as a vast te ; .
cism I hav oweri . 'm £TiNg ground in
hich the over €rsonal foree of

TM lo\.»ver realms, where l.t W’%e k
W into agape through its investiture i finitude,

This is als0, Fherefore, suPre.mely the bandwidth of the per-
son al—where, in the a'stomshmg words of Ladislays Boros,
wThe humanity of Christ has, as it were, absorbed, ang thus
neutralized the dangers of man’s meeting with Gog = Writ
Jarge, this triad of worlds is the mystical body of Christ, and
the imaginal flows through it as its lifebloﬁod.
me exchange between the realms occurs at every point
along the Ray of Creation, there are certain features of this
imaginal zone of operations that make it a particularly in-
tense locus of activity. Let me simply summarize the three
significant dovetails, collated in the composite schematic on
the next page that provide such strong clues as to the specific
nature of the exchange that goes on here.

First, running right across this extended bandwidth, sep-
arating Worlds wd 48, is that ﬁrst conscious shock. This
means that a new infusion of energy—or a different kind of
energy—must be brought here in order to bridge the gap.

" Second, straddling this same gap we find the junction point
between what Tomberg calls “psychic force” (‘radial energy”
for Teilhard) and the more familiar world of “physical en-
ergy” (“tangential energy” for Teilhard). We move beyond the
familiar realm of physical energy described under the New-
tonian laws of thermodynamics into some new and subtler
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(classically associated with “prayer,” “will,” “love,”

—_— width : dvith .
WORLD ~ SCALE ﬁé’fﬁ‘;mm SPIRITUAL Regp banduattention"), which is also implicitly, according to Teil-
andd ColJnterentropic: it concentrates force rather than dis-
hard, an
1 do Absolute Holy Abso]y ‘ . ating it | |
te sip the gap between preconscious and
| Third, we are straddling the gap preconscio

the Gurdjieffian sense: between man function-

a highly sophisticated machine and man in the
centers, present,

S — el consciOUS mn
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e f the term—balanced in all

@ 3 si All Worlds Primordia] Tern eo
a e sens . -
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an
I I ' real will Ives nto
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