Prologue from Revelations from the Aramaic Jesus by Neil Douglas-Klotz
Heaven, Earth, and Humanity
Once upon a time, longer ago than time existed, two forces arose from a prior Mystery:

One force wanted to extend itself, spreading without limit. This force became space, which allows for movement from one place to another.

The other force wanted to find its self. It disengaged from the whole, but only with the desire to reconnect with a different self, ultimately a different part of the whole. This force became time, which allows for individuation.

We could call the first of these forces, in an Aramaic sense, shmaya (heaven), not as a place but as an activity. The second, again an activity and not a place, we could call ar’ah (earth). This is the overture to the symphony presented in the Semitic creation stories, sung by the storyteller in Genesis chapter one.

From these two forces, all other linked polarities arose: wave and particle, light and darkness, day and night, self and other, I and You. Each of these are linked with their seeming opposites, held within one field like the North and South poles within the earth's magnetic field. Ancient Southwest Asian nomads called the larger field that we humans experience livingness, life energy coming into being. From the ancient Semitic language viewpoint, to live is the original verb. This field is not limited to biological or human life but includes the livingness in minerals as well as unseen worlds.

As an offshoot of the first force, shmaya (the spreading, always connected one), we also have consciousness, the awareness of awareness itself. On the other pole, as an offshoot of ar’ah (the individuating force), we have knowing: the desire to perceive, imagine, and understand individual things, including our individual self.

According to the story, before the beginning there is one Knower (or Knowing), one Consciousness, one Mysterious Loving, one . . . well, you can fill in the blank here because the desire to name anything is simply an expression of one side of the polarity, the one that wants to individuate itself and know other things.

In this view, human consciousness, along with all its ways of knowing, begins long before there were human beings. I know this may not make sense, but according to the ancient stories from Southwest Asia, many different experiments in consciousness happened, again as part of the first linked forces—spreading and finding a self.

On the merely material level, we have seen the bones of many different types of early human beings that have been discovered. The same evolution that we can see when we contrast our current bodies to theirs was happening simultaneously in the dimension of consciousness and knowing. According to the ancient Semitic worldview, the dimension of consciousness drove material evolution, not the other way around. Semitic stories equate consciousness with light—not only visible light, but the source of light, and so the source of consciousness.
From this perspective, even before any humans existed, consciousness and knowing evolved through different beings. Today we call these entities by various names of our own making: stars, planets, galaxies, rocks, fungus, plants, animals. Always we find the twinned desires to spread in space and individuate selves in time and diversity. After individuating, these selves are driven by the desire to find another part of their original self—a partner. Passion, a force including what we call gravity, one that draws selves together, begins to arise.
Like the fossils of early humans, the archaeological remains of early language reveal the way we were, especially our perception of “self” and “other.” Across the planet in pre-history, what we call today only “physical” and “out there” was still connected to what we call “mental-emotional” and “in here.” These two polarities were still felt to be intimately linked, not separated from one another, and in earliest times were close to being merged. It's not, as scholars today project, that people of these times engaged in magical thinking—demons, angels, and so forth—but that they still actually felt and perceived themselves to be embedded in a more unified field of nature, humanity, and Mystery.
Long before Yeshua, it's clear that human consciousness was almost fully enmeshed with nature around it. It was as though we wore our dreams on the outside of us (which is why Australian Aboriginal peoples call this pre-historical period “dreamtime”). Because today we are so fixated on facts, we overlook that “facts” back then looked and felt very different. People still felt there to be one Knowing and Feeling behind everything, seen or unseen. Today we tend to feel that knowing and feeling are our individual, subjective possessions, separate from what we perceive outwardly. This is a very recent idea and perception in the long history of humanity.
The Great Separation of heaven and earth began to occur much later than the time of the early storytellers and even later than that of Yeshua. In this book, we explore the way these two forces—the spreading, always connected one and the finding-a-self, individuating one—interweave in a small corner of the planet, in one particular ancient language stream, and in the life and career of just one person. Yet this person offered a new vision of how heaven and earth mingled in us, and of what a human being could become.
